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Me:xico Moving to Extradite Ex-Police Chief

BYRICHARD J. MEISLIN
Bpecial to The New York Times
MEXICO CITY, July 2 — Mexico
today began s the extradition
from thefUnited States of Mexico City’s
former police chief, who is wanted on a
wide ra.rge of corruption charges here.
The effort to prosecute the former
police c#ief has been widely viewed
here as & key test of the seriousness of
President Miguel de la Madrid Hurta-
do’s “‘maral renovation'’ campaign,
After A months-long manhunt that
spanned three continents, the 61-year.
old former police chief, Arturo Durazo
Moreno, was captured Friday night in
San Juad, Puerto Rico. He was seized
at Customs by agents of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and United
States deputy marshals and was held
without bail,
Mr. Durazo was regarded as one of
_the most powertful figures in the admin-
istration of President José Lépez Por-
tillo, and became extremely wealthy
during his six years as police chief, de.
spite a salary of only $65 & week. The
charges against him include tax fraud,
extortion, smuggling of contraband
and possession of illegal weapons,

Corruption a Campaign Issue

The issue of controlling Mexico’s offi-
cial corruption was a cornerstone of

Mr. de la Madrid’s campaign for office,
and has become a point of even greater
sensitivity since the newspaper colum-
nist Jack Anderson accused the Presi-
dent himself of having transferrred
$162 million from the country since tak-
ing office in December 1882. N
Mr., Andersonn ’s two reports were at- °

tributed jnitially to the
gence Agency and National Security.
Cﬂmﬁl_:gsl_lgm_onlx_m_‘_‘sesmL

e ()
which a}so success

e ent
fully kept reports of
them from appearing in al] but one!
Mexican pews outiet.

Mexico also made a diplomatic pro- '

test to the United States, calling the ar-.
tcles “extremely injurious” to the
Mexican Presjdent.

The State Department responded by
praising Mr. de la Madrid's campaign
against corruption and stating that
“the information avalable in all the

sonally as well as officially, to fulfil his
commitment to bring honesty to his
Government,’’

‘Museum of Corruption’

The Government itself has made Mr.
Durazo's purported abuse of office a
major focus of attention, an os-
tentatious $2.3 million estate Mr.
Durazo built gutside the city into a pub-
lic *‘museum of corruption,”’

But officials of the Mexican Attorney

branches of the Government’* led it to
conclude that “President de la Madrid .
bas established a high standard, per-

. Sunday and began

General's office and the United States
E:mbadisiy here warned today that the
extradition proceedings couid be long
and complicated. Mr. Durazo has al.
ready hired a battery of lawyers to help
_him avoid facing the Mexican courts.

It convicted on ali charges, he could
face a sentence of yp to 34 years, ac-
cording to the Government press agen-
cy, Notimex,

" *It does not seem logical he would go .
without a fight,” said a spokesman for
the Attorney General's office here, It
could be a very long process.”

Arrest Warrant Issued i

Mr. Durazo would first have to be '
transferred to Los Angeles, where &
Federal judge issued a provisional :
warrant for his arrest at the request of
the Mexican Government last June 30, ;
according to the Federal Bureau of In. |

vestigation, A hearing ca whether to
transfer him is expected to take place
in Puerto Rico within the next 10 dags,
InLos Angeles, a hearing will be held
on whether to extradite him to Mexico.
While extradition is not certain, a
United States Embassy official here
said that “provisional warrants for ar-.
rest are not issued lightly,” indicating
that Mexico had presented reasonable
evidence to support its charges.
Otficials from the Attorney Gener-
al's Office and the Mexico City Prose-
cutor’s Office arrived in Washington on
their case
for extradition with United States offi.

clals today, according to the Attorney
General'soffice. .
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